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PRESIDENT'S REPCRT
PHIL ANSTIE

The first decision of Council after last year’'s AGM was
to appoint Peter McGlone as permanent director
because of his demonstrated ability and great results
achieved as Acting Director during the previous
months.

Another early decision by Council was to set up a sub-
committee with the working title of the Fundraising Sub-
committee comprising President, Phil Anstie, Treasurer,
Merv Kershaw, and Secretary, John Forsyth.

It was immediately recognised that there was a need
to upgrade communications with members so that
information on current issues in Nnewsletters could be
updated regularly on the TCT website. As well, a system
was needed fo place media releases on the website.
Peter was also keen fo update the newsletter format.

So far, tfwo major improvements have come out of this
process.

1. Arevamped newsletter, with design and
implementation assistance from graphic designer, Kelly
Eijdenberg

2. An upgraded internet website, with design and
implementation assistance from welbsite designer,
Maria Crist.

An integrated colour design and theme for the
newsletter and website was created, incorporating
a new logo based on a photograph faken by Peter
McGlone of a threafened eucalyptus species, cider
gum.

As well as improving communication to members we
are aiming to increase the public profile of the TCT
by expanding the membership and seeking financial
support through donations and sponsorship.

Peter and Jon Bryan, TCT marine campaigner, have
helped raise the profile through regular media releases
and appearances on radio and felevision.

In a joint operation, staff and Council members are
currently putting together a campaign to contact
former members and others who have previously
supported the TCT, asking them to renew their support.

As well as working on the improvement of the
operations, Peter has continued to represent the TCT in
as many areas of conservation as he can manage. He
has briefly outlined some of his and other staff’s work in
the Director's Report.

Despite the great campaigning work done by Peter
and other staff, many areas of interest could be
tackled more effectively and thoroughly if we had had
more staff and resources fo assist.

This raises the issue of funding. Even though at the end
of the financial year the TCT achieved the pleasing
financial result of an operating surplus of $15,000, up
until the beginning of June it was uncerfain whether
we would receive any funds af all from the Federal
Government's Grants for Voluntary Environmental and
Heritage Organisations (GVEHO) during 2009-2010,

For the previous financial year 2008-2009, the TCT

was granfed GVEHO funding of only $25,000. In his
capacity as President, Bob Graham, along with the
Director, wrote to the Minister for the Environment,
Peter Garrett, requesting increased funding.
Subsequently the minister increased the grant by
$20,000, which was received early in this financial year.
The minister announced funding of $45,000 for 2009-
2010 in June 2010, which was received and banked
just before the end of the financial year, thereby giving
the TCT a reasonable operating result for the year.

The minister also announced funding for 2011-2012 of
$45,000.

Because of the uncertainty of funding during the year,
the TCT was only able to mainfain staffing af the level
required to keep the office cpen and functioning

in vital areas. We would dearly love to have the
resources o effectively cover the broad range of
Tasmanian conservation issues the Trust has fraditionally
covered. In our campaign fo contact former members
and other people who have supported in the past,

we will request support by way of donation as well as
becoming members.

Council will continue o seek funding from other
sources so that the TCT is not so reliant on government
grants in the future. We are always recepfive fo new
and innovative means of fundraising. Suggestions from
members are most welcome.

On the lighter side, in February the TCT launched itself
into the community group sausage sizzle scene. Staff
and councillors descended on the K&D Cambridge
store, loaded with optimism, sausages and soft drinks
to sell while taking every opportunity to provide TCT
literature fo whomever showed an inferest. It turned
out fo be a very hot day, which (the K & D staff fold us)
deterred customers. The weather later degenerafed
into an afternoon tornado, forcing a premature
departure as we fought to prevent our canvas kiosk
from disintegrating. Although it was not the financial
success we had hoped for, the staff and councillors
appeared to remain in good spirits despite the
adversity.

Sincere thanks go fo all councillors, members and our
generous donors. We are alse most appreciative of
the great work done by our volunfeers, in particular
Mary Jolly. Without their assistance we would not have
achieved anywhere near as much as we did this year.

And of course we are most grateful for the efforts of
our wonderful staff, Peter McGlone, Jon Bryan, Trish
McKeown, Jonah Gouldthorpe and John Delaine.



PETER MCGLONE

It has been many years since there seemed 1o be so
much optimism within the conservation movement
but this optimism must be tfempered by the reality
that many outcomes we have been expecting for so
long are yet to be achieved and opportunities may
disappear if the political environment changes.

First consider these achievements and opportunifies:

*  Fundamental reform of Tasmania’s forest industry is
increasingly looking like a reality.

¢ The Cat Management Act, which the TCT has
worked tfowards for decades, has been passed by
the State Parliament.

*  The Labor-Green Tasmanian Government has
brought down a budget with a disfinctly green tinge.

+ The TCT won the support of all three major parties
in the state election for the reservation of 77,500
hectares of Crown land, as recommended by the
Crown Land Assessment and Classification Program
(CLAC), and funding for management has been
provided in the stafe budget.

*  The Tasmanian Greens have done an honorable
back flip fo confirm their opposition to the Three
Capes Track proposal.

*  We have a new enthusiastic Minister for
Environment, Parks and Heritage, David O'Byrne,
who is not burdened down with industry/
development-related responsibilities.

¢ Gunns has ended its use of 1080 and other poiscns
for control of native browsing animals.

*  The Tasmanian and Australian Governments
are making progress foward an agreed plan
for managing the pofential impacts on lowland
grasslands and other envircnmental values from
the Arthurs Lake irrigation pipeline.

Some issues are a little more complicated. Although
the Caf Management Act was passed by the
Tasmanian Parliament last December, the Government
looks likely to delay its commencement until July next
yvear because it failed to provide resources in the
budget or have the regulations prepared.

The Labor-Green Government is commifted to
proclamation of the CLAC reserves and has provided
funding for management, but we now have
bureaucratic inertia slowing the process down.

While the 2010-2011 state budget delivered some
good outcomes for the envircnment, the most notatle
being additional allocation to the Parks and Wildlife
Service (PWS) budget, this only goes a small way
towards delivering what is needed fo manage the 40%
of the state which is in reserves.

The prospect of further progress with the PWS budget
and other areas may disappear if the Labor-Green
relationship sours or the allionce is broken. Such an
outcome will also put af risk implementation of any
deal struck over Tasmania’s forests.
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In regard to forests, an agreement between the forest
industry and conservation groups, setting down the
principles by which a final peace deal over Tasmania’s
forests will be developed, is likely to have been signed
by the fime you read this report. This promises truly
amazing cutcomes for protection of Tasmania’s forests
but we are yet to see Gunns make any significant
concessions on the location and type of pulp mill it is
proposing. A deal over forests without fixing the Gunns
pulp mill will leave the job only half done.

The TCT is commifted fo killing off the horrendous Bell
Bay pulp mill but the entire conservation movement
must be on board if we are to be successful. This will
not be easy for some groups if they are caught up in
protracted negotiations to finalise the deal fo protect
forests. The TCT commits to providing all its available
resources and will continue tc encourage ofher
conservation groups to do likewise.

As we get closer To solufions on some issues, there

are new problems to deal with. During the last year
there has been renewed inferest in exporting brushtail
possums, increasing support for use of the new
cyanide-based poison Ferafox to control wallabies
and possums, a proposal to bring a super-sized freezer
boat to fish in Australion waters and our reserves are
under greater threat than ever from recreational
vehicles, mining and tourism developments, in
particular the Three Capes Track proposal.

Perhaps the biggest frustration for the TCT over the last
year has been that our financial state has prevented
us from employing Jon Delaine full time as our Wildlife
Campaigner. While we retain Jon on a casual basis,
we need a supbstantial injection of funds to make the
position full time. Without a full-fime position there is so
much the TCT cannect do to help Tasmania’s wildlife
and there is perhaps no other organisation which fulfills
this role.

In a similar vein, Twice over the last fwelve months,
the TCT's application to the Tasmanian Community
Fund for funding for Chloe Lucas to develop a
comprehensive roadkill education program has been
unsuccessful. In the meantime Chloe does what she
can as a volunteer and we look out for additional
funding.

One positive change in regard 1o staffing has been
having Jonah Gouldthorpe working in the TCT office
three days per week as Tasmanian Weed Alert Network
Project Officer. Jonah is highly knowledgeable,
efficlent and dedicafed in his respective project, and
has also been a welcome presence in the office and
helps out by answering phone calls and dealing with
other inguiries.

In the lead-up to the 2010 stafe election the TCT
provided detailed policy suggestions to the three
main political parties and put a great deal of effort
info meeting with some party candidates and sitting
members. During the election we released the
document ‘Summary of the Tasmanian Conservation
Trust’s policy proposals for the 2010 state election and



beyond’ and issued a challenge to all the parties to
put a greater focus on environmental issues. We see
this document as equivalent to a new strategic plan
and encourage all members fo access it via the web
site and distribute it to others.

The demands on the TCT to participate in stafte
government processes and committees keeps
increasing but with the reduced funding available
for these purposes we are reluctantly limiting our
involvement in some areas, We value reguests by
all levels of government fo provide input info policy
development or program delivery but have had to
decline some in recent times. We have requested
additional funding from the State Government to deal
with this waork load buf are yet to hear a response.
Below is a record of our committee representation,
some of our submissions, project grants which we
administer and community projects we support.

1. Formal government committee representation

Tasmanian Government managed fisheries

The TCT is represented by Jon Bryan on the following
Tasmanian statutory fisheries management committees
that regularly meet and provide advice to the
Tasmanian Government minister:

*  Abalone Fishery Advisory Committee

* Rock Lobster Fishery Advisory Committee
* Scallop Fishery Advisory Committee

* Scalefish Fishery Advisory Committee

*  Recreational Fishery Advisory Committee
*  Seal Management Forum

*  Marine Farming Envircnment Commitfee
Australian Government managed fisheries

The TCT is represented by Jon Bryan on the following
committees for Australian Govermment managed
fisheries which are active in waters adjacent to
Tasmania and are relevant to Tasmania’s marine
environment:

¢ Scallop Management Advisory Committee

* Small Pelagic Fishery Resource Assessment Group
* South Management Advisory Commifiee

*  Cetocean Mitigation Working Group

Threatened species and wildlife

The TCT is represented on the following committees
to provide advice to the Tasmanian and Australian
governments on management of threatened species
and wildlife issues:

¢ Stakeholder Reference Group for the Fox
Eradication Program

* Save the Tasmanian Devil Program Stakeholder
Reference Group

* Alternatives to 1080 Stakeholder Advisory Group
(status of this committee uncertain)

+ Nafional Swiff Parrot Recovery Team
+  Tasmanian Galaxiidae Recovery Team

*  Road Kill Forum convened by the Royal Automobile
Club of Tasmania to address wildlife roadkill

Reserve Management

The TCT is represented on the following regional and
state committees fo provide advice to Department
of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment
regarding management of reserved land and Crown
land:

*  The Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area
Management Committee

+ The Arthur-Pieman Ceonservation Area Off-Road
Vehicle Consultation Group

¢ The Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area Grazing
Consultation Group

* Parks and Wildlife Service Recreational Vehicle
Advisory Group

* Crown Lands Act Review Project Reference Group
¢ South East Coastal Management Group

+ National Parks and Wildlife Advisory Councll
(nominated a representative)

2. Other key areas of consultation

+ Cat Management Regulations: Along with other
key stakeholders, the TCT is being consulted by
DPIPWE on the development of regulations for the
Cat Management Act.

*  DPIPWE Corporate plan: We have provided
preliminary input to the development of the new
DPIPWE three-year corporate plan and expect to
be consulted closely on the draft plan.

* State Budget: We are a member of the Department
of Treasury and Finance State Budget Roundtable
and make a detailed written submission on the
state budget each year.

* Tasmanian Irrigation Development Board: The
relationship between the TCT and the TIDB has
improved markedly in recent times and we
value very highly the opportunities to comment
on preliminary documentation for Tasmanian
Government funded irrigation proposals, prior fo
formal consultation processes.

3. Key submissions on government strategies,
discussion papers and management plans

The TCT aftempts fo lodge sulbmissions on all important
government strategies, discussion papers and
management plans. Listed below are key submissions
made during the last year.
















































