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The Mercury has made an extraordinary error in claiming that the number of
wallabies shot in Tasmania has “risen 20 times over six years™ (‘SHOT Wallaby
cull tops one million’, Mercury 5 August 2010). This is a factual error which
should be corrected by the Mercury.

The figures provided to the Mercury by the State Government show that a
total of 1,007,985 wallabies had been shot under crop protection permits in
2008-09. This is only 8.6% higher than the average number of 928,226 wallabies
shot each year under crop protection permits over an eleven year period
(1996-97 to 2006-07) as reported in the Tasmanian State of the Environment
Report released last year (source:
http://soer.justice.tas.gov.au/2009/indicator/111/index.php).

A comparison with the most recent years reported in the SOE report show a
significant decrease in numbers of wallabies being shot: down from 1,364,970
in 2006-07 and 1,074,904 in 2005-06.

| think the Mercury made their error by comparing numbers shot in 2008-09 on
private land with figures from 2004 which related only to State Forest. A case
of comparing apples with oranges.

This error prevented the Mercury from exploring a potentially more interesting
issue: why has there NOT been a significant increase in shooting during a
period when there has been an undeniable and dramatic decrease in the
amount of 1080 being used?

This may be due to farmers and forestry companies replacing 1080 with non-
lethal control methods rather than increasing the amount they shoot. We
know that some farmers are having success with fencing and this would
decrease the amount of shooting they do. Gunns, who recently ceased the
use of 1080, have been decreasing their usage of the poison over many years
and reverting to alternatives such as seedling protectors, hardier seedling
varieties and different planting times.
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It seem:s like the alternatives to poisoning and shooting may actually be working.

Peter McGlone
Director



