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Tasmanian Conservation Trust Submission on the Wildlife Regulations Review 

 

The TCT recommends that the public consultation process for all the proposed 

Wildlife Regulations 2010 be re-started as it is not possible for us, or the general 

community, to properly comment when so little information is provided on what 

changes are proposed and why. Explanations are also required for areas which 

remain unchanged. We highlight many cases in this submission where further 

explanation is important. 

 

The TCT recommends that a detailed document be produced explaining the 

regulations and that this be issued with the regulations in an additional public 

comment period. 

 

The Wildlife (General) Regulations 2010 

 

There are three species of Tasmanian birds not listed on any of the schedules of 

the regulations: forest raven, great cormorant and littler-pied cormorant. The TCT 

recommends that these three species be immediately listed on Schedule 2 

Protected Wildlife. 

 

The TCT recommends that the regulations be immediately amended to ban the 

recreational taking (including ending all open seasons) of all partly protected 

native wildlife. 

 

Permits must only be issued for taking partly protected native wildlife where land 

owners can demonstrate an impending threat to there farming or other 

enterprise, true financial hardship is likely to eventuate and other methods of 

control have been attempted and shown not to succeed.  

 

While the TCT opposes all recreational killing of native wildlife, if it continues we 

seek a scientific basis for setting of daily bag limits and for the length of seasons. 

We note with concern that the daily limit for mountain duck has been increased 

from 4 birds/day/hunter to 10 birds/day/hunter, without any form of consultation 

(other than inclusion in these draft regulations) and no scientific justification. 

 

While the TCT opposes the increase in bag limit for mountain duck and 

recommends opening such decisions up to public and independent scientific 

scrutiny. A crucial change must be to make the membership of the Game 

Management Advisory Committee more reflective of the broader community 

and its various interests in wildlife. 

 

The TCT agrees with penalty increases and the introduction of on-the-spot fines. 

 

The TCT agrees with the changes which will specify legal hunting methods. 

 

The TCT agrees with the changes in relation to killing upon recovery of an animal, 

but this is still not sufficient to ensure appropriate application of welfare laws. One 

example which the TCT highlighted to the department shortly after the opening of 

the duck season, relates to the problem where duck shooters are unable to kill a 

duck with their first shot and may take numerous shots and several minutes before 

finishing the suffering bird. The TCT recommends the regulations be amended to 

include as an offence the shooting of a duck which is not within range to allow a 
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clean shot, or when a duck is brought to the water in a situation which would not 

allow a second shot to immediately kill the bird. 

 

The TCT is dumfounded as to why species listed as threatened on both the state 

and federal threatened species lists are listed at all in the schedules of the 

regulations. The TCT recommends that the regulations be amended to state that 

all species currently listed as threatened under state and federal threatened acts 

are taken to be listed on the regulations. This ensures that the lists are always up-

to-date and do not require amendments. 

 

We note that changes have been made to the Schedule of Specially Protected 

Wildlife however these changes have not been identified and we are not able to 

comment on them. 

 

The TCT cannot understand why there is a list of Restricted Wildlife. It would be 

more sensible to prohibit all species of animals not on other schedules and we 

make this recommendation. Otherwise most exotic species can be possessed 

without permit or restrictions, even though there may be restrictions via other 

statutes in relation to importation into Tasmania. 

 

The Wildlife (Deer Farming) Regulations 2010 

 

The TCT generally supports the proposed regulations and sees them as a good 

start to ensuring better control over deer farming and especially in preventing 

release of escape of farmed deer. 

 

However, the TCT believes that the State Government must justify why it proposes 

regulations which control farmed deer being released or escaping but does not 

provide appropriate regulation or policy direction to prevent wild fallow deer 

entering onto private land causing damage to environmental values and to 

pasture and crops.  

 

As previously recommended to Minister David O’Byrne, the TCT urges the State 

Government to ensure landowners have easy access to culling permits for wild 

deer or consider having an open season so landowners can reduce deer 

numbers to a level which is acceptable to them. 

 

If the State Government does not support the TCT’s recommendation regarding 

management of wild deer then we recommends that the regulations be re-issued 

for public comment including a policy statement from the State Government 

justifying this double standard. 

 

The TCT recommends that people who are repeat offenders, releasing or allowing 

farmed deer to escape, should be banned from possessing, buying or managing 

deer. 

 

The TCT recommends that the regulations be amended to allow the immediate 

destruction of all farmed deer found on Crown land or reserved land. 

 

How can wildlife officers identify untagged farmed deer? To make it easier to 

regulate untagged farmed deer, the range of wild fallow deer should be defined 
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under the regulations. This would allow any deer found outside of this range and 

not tagged to be immediately dealt with as unidentified farmed deer. 

 

Section 8.1.b.i. should not require wildlife officers to demonstrate “immediate” 

damage to the environment and this should be changed. 

 

The Wildlife (Exhibited Animals) Regulations 2010 

 

The TCT sees some benefit in the use of Codes of Practice (CoP) but the 

regulations must include substantially greater details regarding the content of 

CoPs, the standards required and allow public comment on the general 

framework of CoPs covering different animal types. 

 

 

 
 


