
Main Photo:  The beginnings of the Great Car Body Clean Up.
The women of the Risdon Vale Fire Brigade – “Hats off to you all” – at Downhams Road near Risdon Vale.

Alongside main Photo:  A dumping ground in the Meehan Ranges in 1998.

Loading up and rolling, Meehan Range, Pilchers Hill 1997/98.

Elderslie area. The locals pitch in to clear two dump sites.

Jo Carswell, original coordinator of the Great Car Body Project.

The Great Car Body Clean Up was nominated as a Clean Up Australia 2001 project by the Tasmanian Conservation Trust after it became apparent during Clean Up Australia Day 1996 that volunteers working on sites on Clean Up Day did not have the resources to remove 
much of the dumped metal they found. 
The first two activities undertaken by the project were the mapping of abandoned car bodies by the Huntingfield Coffee Creek Landcare group near the Huntingfield area in Kingborough, and the removal of about 20 abandoned car bodies from Downham’s Road near Risdon 
Vale by the Risdon Vale voluntary fire brigade.
During its 11 years of operation, the project was responsible for the removal of 1,200 dumped vehicles from sites around the state.
Following a slow down in the reporting of abandoned car bodies and the retirement of the project’s coordinator in 2007, the TCT wound up its involvement in the project. Now, with the increase in metal prices, the collection of car bodies is a viable commercial activity and the 
community it seems are more willing to collect some cash for the scrap metal rather than abandoning it in the bush.  

TCT 1080 Campaign

Over the last 17 years the TCT has campaigned for an end to routine 
wildlife slaughter by 1080 poisoning. Over the majority of this period 
Suzy Manigian was our wildlife campaigner. While many local residents 
had expressed concern at the use of 1080, it was Suzy who generated 
the necessary action at a state level that turned the use of 1080 on 
browsing native wildlife into a major political issue in Tasmania.

In December 2005, Forestry Tasmania ceased using 1080. It is the TCT 
position that if Forestry Tasmania can cease using 1080 on government 
land for the maintenance of plantations then private landholders should 
be able to do the same. In 2004 the previous Howard Government 
made an election commitment to work with the Tasmanian Government 
and invested $4 million in a research, field testing and demonstration 
program to provide alternative options for private landholders. This 
research is now quite mature and the TCT believes that the evidence 
strongly suggests that a transition to non 1080 or any other poison 
control methods is quite possible in plantations. In our view the 
research shows that using fencing on high value pasture lands is the 
best approach to dealing with browsing native animals and improving 
pasture productivity. Fencing can and does deliver spectacular results 
for farmers and pastoralists. 

However there is still the issue of dealing with low value pasture land 
and whether fencing is a viable option for these farmers. The TCT is 
opposed to all lethal forms of wildlife control because of long-term 
ecological consequences and its effect on the genetic health of the 
target fauna populations.  However, for the present we accept that 
shooting can occur on low productivity pasture land if an unacceptable 
level of browsing occurs. We will continue to advocate for other options 
in the long term as part of the Alternatives to 1080 Program. The TCT 
remains active on the issue of 1080 use on browsing native animals 
and is convinced that its use on native animals will end in Tasmania. 
However we are not opposed to the use of 1080 in feral animal predator 
control.

    BAN  1080


