
ROAD KILL 

In 1995 the Trust played an important part in the establishment 
of a Roadkill Working Group convened by the Parks & Wildlife 
Service and subsequently in the drafting of a strategy to 
minimise roadkill for the working group.

The components of the strategy were to:

o initiate research into methods of minimising roadkill and 
its impact on local populations of wildlife;

o raise awareness of the impact of roadkill on local 
populations of various species; and

o have “Wildlife Priority Areas” officially designated, with 
enforceable speed limits in those areas.

During 1996, the TCT held a series of public talks at the 
Tasmanian Museum & Art Gallery. On 2 February 1996 Suzy 
Manigian gave a talk entitled “Preventing Native Animal Deaths 
on Tasmanian Roads (or, Oh! What a feeling…Biota)”. At that 
talk the popular sticker, “Don’t squash me! Drive slowly at night”, 
was launched (still available from the TCT for $1.10).

In 2003, TCT Vice President Geoff King and DPIWE’s Nick 
Mooney, supported by Environment Australia and the Circular 
Head Council, suggested a package of measures aimed at 
reducing the risk of quolls being killed on the Arthur River Road 
when it was sealed. One of the principal measures proposed 
was the imposition of speed restrictions. 

The result was installation of signage at the beginning and end of the road 
and every 4km along the road indicating a dusk-to-dawn speed limit of 
65km per hour. 

In 2005 a study was undertaken by Dr Alistair Hobday (School of Zoology, 
University of Tasmania) and Melinda Minstrell (Department of Rural Health, 
University of Tasmania) to provide baseline information on the distribution 
and abundance of roadkill in Tasmania, with the goal of supporting 
subsequent mitigation attempts. Results showed that there are roadkill 
hotspots where focused mitigation measures such as speed reduction can 
be effective. 

A summary of the study was printed in the Tasmanian Conservationist in 
February 2006. The authors stated that their data indicated that a speed 
reduction to 80km per hour in key “hotspot” locations identified in the study 
could reduce roadkill by up to 50%.

Based on the data collected, they produced a “guesstimate” that close to 
one million animals per year are killed on Tasmanian roads.

The TCT is continuing the campaign to reduce this shocking road toll. 

The TCT has conducted a campaign to reduce roadkill in Tasmania for over a 
decade. 
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