
WEED   CONTROL
Throughout its 40 years of existence, the Tasmanian Conservation Trust has championed many 
important causes that were not glamorous or widely supported. Few issues are less glamorous than 
weed control, but the TCT has had a long and varied involvement in this issue.
While many ‘Friends of’ or ‘Care’ groups have done exceptional work to control weeds around the state, 
the TCT has always attempted to go to places and tackle weed issues that others would not. As well as 
our on-ground projects over the years, we have helped the development of state and local government 
policies, through numerous committees and submissions. Most notably, the TCT was represented on 
the Tasmanian Government committee that, in 1996, developed ‘WeedPlan: The Tasmanian Weed 
Management Strategy’, Tasmania’s first statewide weed strategy and one of the first in Australia. 

Beach daisy eradication
Since 2004 the TCT, Threatened Species Network and Parks and Wildlife Service 
have maintained a program to map and control beach daisy (Arctotheca populifolia) 
on the east coast of Flinders Island. Until the first thorough survey in November 
2004, beach daisy was a weed known from only one locality, at Sellers Point on 
the east coast of Flinders Island. Surveys in 2004, 2005 and 2006 found the weed 
dotted along the east coast, from Logans Lagoon to Foochow Inlet, with the vast 
majority of plants restricted to just 7km of the coast. On each occasion plants were 
removed in bags, or marked for spraying later by the PWS. 
We believe that beach daisy could probably be eradicated from Tasmania, because it 
is not widespread and does not appear to be spreading rapidly.
Beach daisy originates from southern Africa and it can be assumed that all 
bioregions in Tasmania are susceptible to invasion. If allowed to spread unchecked, 
the species will invade the area of beach between the strand line and the fore-dune. 
It may threaten shorebird nesting habitat and alter beach landforms.   A follow-up 
visit, to survey and control beach daisy, is planned for later in 2008. 

Gorse and the South Esk pine 
The TCT has been actively involved with managing gorse (Ulex europaeus) and 
other weeds to protect key populations of the threatened South Esk pine (Callitris 
oblonga) since its purchase of the South Esk Pine Reserve on the Apsley River 
in 1990. Gorse forms dense ground cover that prevents the regeneration of 
South Esk pine seedlings and other plants. It is also highly flammable and can 
increase the intensity of fires, which kill this fire-intolerant native pine. The TCT 
and Threatened Species Network (hosted by the TCT) organised volunteers to 
control gorse at the Apsley River site and, with other groups over the years, has 
expanded this work to ensure that gorse is under control at half of the sites of key 
South Esk pine populations.
Managing gorse in South Esk pine populations is arguably the highest-priority 
weed-control project in Tasmania. This endemic pine is listed as vulnerable 
on the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act and endangered on the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act. Black gum–South 
Esk pine forest is the only Tasmanian ecological community listed as threatened 
on the EPBC Act and only about 500 hectares of it remain. As well as the pine, 
this community is habitat for a total of 16 state-listed and six nationally listed 
threatened plant species, and six state-listed and four nationally listed threatened 
animal species.

Furneaux boxthorn control
The TCT has been working to remove African boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum) 
from islands in the Furneaux Group since 2002. Control work has taken place 
on Cat, Storehouse, Chalky, Little Chalky, Mile, South Pascoe, North Pascoe, 
Isabella, Sentinel, Rabbit, Wyballena and Goose islands. The TCT has succeeded 
in obtaining four separate grants from the Commonwealth Government, totalling 
more than $60,000.
The removal of African boxthorn from the Furneaux Group has been a long-term 
objective of both government agencies and community organisations. Boxthorn 
infestation is a widely recognised problem in these islands and a threat to native 
flora and fauna. This has been acknowledged in the Natural Heritage Trust–
funded Furneaux Natural Resource Management Strategy, and the Furneaux 
Weed Strategy and Action Plan. The TCT has just applied for funds under the 
Coastcare component of Caring for Country to continue this work.


